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About this guide

RoHS is often treated as an "electronics compliance" issue.
That description is too simple.

A product does not necessarily have to look like electronics to fall within RoHS. A product
can contain only a small electronic function and still bring the whole product within the
scope of RoHS.

At the same time, simply adding an electronic component to a mechanical product does
not automatically mean that every item around it becomes electrical or electronic
equipment.

This guide takes you through the assessment in the order you need to do it.

It starts with the European Union because EU RoHS (Directive 2011/65/EU) is the most
widely used RoHS framework and provides a useful technical foundation for other
markets.

The final section then looks at how EU RoHS compares with Great Britain, Northern
Ireland, China and India.

Important: This guide is intended as a practical starting point. It does not replace a
product-specific legal assessment. Where the scope, exclusion or exemption is unclear,
obtain specialist advice before placing the product on the market.

Always refer back to the official latest version of the regulation when clarity is needed.

This guide may be shared in its original, unmodified form for personal or internal
business use. It may not be reproduced, modified, republished, sold, or distributed
commercially without prior written permission from Global Product Confidence Limited.
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The RoHS process

Work through these steps in order:

STEP 1. Identify whether your product is or contains Electrical and

Electronic Equipment (EEE) 4

STEP 2. Decide what product or part of the product is actually being =

assessed

STEP 3. Determine whether your product or component is within EU /

RoHS scope

STEP 4. Assess your EEE for restricted substances &

STEP 5. Check whether an exemption applies B

STEP 6. Build your Technical File and Complete the Declaration =2

STEP 7. Keep your RoHS assessment current e
20

STEP 8. Address other markets
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STEP 1

Identify whether your
product contains EEE

RoHS applies to Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE).

1. Does your product, or aspects of your product depend on electricity or
electromagnetic fields to perform an intended function OR is it used to generate,
transfer or measure electric currents or electromagnetic fields?

2. Is your product designed for use with a voltage rating of up to 1,000 volts for
alternating current or 1,500 volts for direct current?

"Depend" means that the electrical current or electromagnetic field is needed to
perform at least one intended function.

If you answer yes to both of these questions, either your product is EEE or contains EEE.
If the electrical or electromagnetic function were removed, one of the product's intended
functions would likely disappear or be impaired.

Examples: Clearly EEE

e A power tool

e An electric motor

o Adigital weighing scale

e A battery-powered sensor

e A computer

e An electronic lock

e Alamp

e Adevice that measures an electrical signal

A mechanical product can contain an electrical function and therefore need to be
assessed. The European Commission's RoHS FAQ gives less obvious examples such as:

e agas cooker with an electrical clock

e asinging teddy bear

e sports shoes with lights

e petrol-powered equipment with an electrical ignition function

The important point is that the electrical function is an intended and integral part of the
product. If your product is not or does not contain any EEE function, RoHS is not relevant
to your product, otherwise you should continue with step 2
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STEP 2

Decide what you are
actually assessing

If it is clear that your product is EEE, you can proceed to step 3. However, if you believe
you have a product that has some aspects of EEE but it not EEE in its entirety, you need
to establish the boundary of the EEE aspects as relevant to RoHS.

This is important because RoHS does not automatically turn everything physically
connected to an electrical component into "electronics".

Consider:

e Is the electrical/electronic item integrated into the product being sold or is it
removable?

e (Canthe mechanical and electrical parts function independently and be separated?

e Isthe electrical part sold as a separate product?

e Isthe electrical function the intended function of the product being sold?

e Isthe electronic part simply an accessory or optional add-on?

e Isthe complete assembly being sold as one product?

e (Can the electronic part be replaced without replacing the mechanical product?

e Can the two parts be separately repaired, maintained or disposed of?

e Arethey identifiable as separate products or components?

e Does the electronic part have a function of its own?

The European Commission's guidance makes an important distinction here.

Where an electrical device and a non-electrical product can be separated and each
remains a fully functional product, the non-electrical product can remain outside RoHS.

Where the electrical and non-electrical parts form one EEE product and are only fully
functional together, the RoHS substance requirements apply to the whole equipment and
its constituent parts.

Example: the mechanical door closer
Imagine a shop has a mechanical door closer.
The door closer:

e is completely mechanical
e uses no electricity
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e closes the door automatically
e performs its intended function without electronics

On its own, the door closer is not EEE.

Now imagine the manufacturer sells the same door closer with an electronic counter
attached to it. The counter counts how many times the door opens. The door closer still
closes the door perfectly well if the counter stops working.

Is the door closer now "electronics"? Consider what each part actually does.

e The mechanical door closer closes the door. It does not need electricity to perform
this function.

e The electronic counter counts how many times the door opens. It needs electricity
to perform this function.

If the counter can be physically separated from the door closer, and both parts remain
functional when separated, there is a strong argument that they are two products:

e The electronic counter is EEE and needs to be assessed for RoHS.
e The mechanical door closer remains non-EEE.

The fact that the two products are supplied or sold together does not necessarily make
the mechanical product EEE.

Physical separability is an important part of the assessment.

However, you also need to consider how the product is designed and how it is placed on
the market.

For example, suppose the manufacturer designs and markets a door-closing system in
which the electronic counter is permanently integrated into the door closer and the two
are presented as one product with both functions.

In that situation, there is a stronger argument that the product being placed on the
market is an EEE product. The fact that the mechanical part could theoretically be
dismantled does not, by itself, mean that it is a separate product for ROHS purposes.

Ask:

"Are these genuinely separate products that happen to be supplied together, or are they
constituent parts of one EEE product?"

This distinction matters because, where the electrical and non-electrical parts form one
EEE product, the RoHS substance restrictions can apply to the constituent parts of that
equipment, including materials that are not themselves electrical or electronic.

Once you have come to a conclusion, this should be documented clearly and then you
can proceed to step 3.
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STEP 3

Determine whether the
EEE is within scope

Once you have established that you have EEE, the next question is whether that EEE falls
within the scope of EU RoHS or whether it fits under an exemption.

EU RoHS covers EEE in the following 11 categories based on Annex | of Directive
2011/65/EU.

You do not need to find an exact product name in the list. The categories are broad, and
Category 11 captures EEE that does not fit into Categories 1-10.

The 11 EU RoHS categories:

‘Category ~ Whatitcovers  Examples
Large electrical appliances  Refrigerators, washing
normally used in machines, dishwashers,
households electric ovens, air

conditioners
Smaller electrical appliances Vacuum cleaners, irons,
used in households toasters, coffee makers,
hair dryers
Equipment used to collect,  Computers, printers,
store, process or telephones, routers,
communicate information mobile phones
Equipment primarily TVs, radios, video cameras,
intended for entertainment  audio equipment, musical
or similar consumer use instruments
Electrical lighting Lamps, luminaires, lighting
equipment controls and certain
professional lighting
equipment
Tools that depend on Drills, saws, welding
electricity or equipment, lawn mowers,
electromagnetic fields to grinding equipment
perform their function
Electrical or electronic Electric toys, game
equipment used for play, consoles, exercise
leisure or sport
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equipment, electronic
sports equipment
Electrical and electronic Diagnostic equipment,
medical equipment within monitoring equipment,
the RoHS definition medical instruments
Equipment used to monitor Smoke detectors,
or control physical or other  thermostats, measuring

conditions instruments, industrial
monitoring equipment

Electrical or electronic Automatic drink machines,

machines that automatically ticket machines, cash

dispense products or dispensers

services

EEE that does not fall within A wide range of other

Categories 1-10 electrical and electronic
products

Some products can appear to fit more than one category. Do not become too concerned
about choosing the "perfect" category at this stage. The category is important when you
are assessing RoHS exemptions, because some exemptions are linked to particular
categories.

Some EEE is specifically excluded. An exclusion means: The product is outside the scope
of EU RoHS. An exclusion is different from an exemption.

If a product is genuinely excluded, you do not need to demonstrate compliance with the
RoHS substance restrictions for that product.

EU RoHS Article 2(4) lists the exclusions.
These include:

1. Equipment necessary for the protection of the essential security interests of
Member States, including arms, munitions and war material intended specifically
for military purposes.

2. Equipment designed to be sent into space.

3. Certain equipment specifically designed to be part of excluded or out-of-scope
equipment.

4. Large-scale stationary industrial tools.

5. Large-scale fixed installations.

6. Means of transport for persons or goods, subject to the specific wording of the
exclusion.

7. Non-road mobile machinery made available exclusively for professional use.
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8. Active implantable medical devices.

9. Certain permanently installed professional photovoltaic systems.

10. Certain equipment specifically designed solely for business-to-business research
and development.

11. Pipe organs.

Important: the exclusions are specific

Do not turn these into broad statements such as: "Military equipment is excluded" or
"Medical devices are excluded" or "Industrial equipment is excluded." Those statements
are too broad.

If you think an exclusion is relevant for your product, use Appendix A - Exclusion Guide
for a practical way to work through the main exclusions.

If you discover an exclusion applies, do not put "RoHS excluded" in your compliance file
without explaining why.

Record:

e the product

o the relevant exclusion

o therelevant clause

e why the product meets the wording of that clause
e supporting technical information

e any assumptions made

For example:

RoHS status: Outside scope

Basis: Article 2(4)(g)

Reason: The product is non-road mobile machinery made available exclusively for
professional use and meets the definition in Article 3(28).

Evidence: Product specification, intended-use statement and sales channel
documentation.

This gives you a defensible decision rather than a conclusion with no supporting
reasoning.

If your product does not fit within any of the exclusions, continue with step 4.
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STEP 4

Assess your EEE for
restricted substances

If your product is within RoHS scope, the next question is:

Do the restricted substances exceed the permitted concentration in any homogeneous
material?

You can do this assessment by reviewing documentation provided by your material
suppliers.

EU RoHS currently restricts ten substances:

0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.01% / 100 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm
0.1% /1,000 ppm

The limits apply by weight at the homogeneous-material level.

A homogeneous material is a material with uniform composition throughout; or a
combination of materials that cannot be separated into different materials by mechanical
actions.

Example: a plated metal part

If the plating on a metal part can be mechanically removed (eg. grinding or sanding), the
plating and the underlying metal can be treated as two separate homogeneous materials.

If the plating cannot be mechanically separated from the underlying material, it is
considered one material.

Why does this matter?
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The restricted-substance concentration is assessed within each homogeneous material.

For example, suppose a product contains 10 kg of steel and 100 g of solder containing
lead.

You cannot average the lead across the entire 10.1 kg product and conclude that the lead
concentration is low enough.

The solder is a separate homogeneous material and must be assessed against the
applicable RoHS limit.

Within your Bill of Materials, break items down into homogeneous materials. If you are
unsure where the boundary between two materials lies, particularly for coatings, plating,
alloys, adhesives, inks or other surface treatments, obtain specialist advice rather than
making an assumption.

Then assess the concentration of each relevant restricted substance in each
homogeneous material against the applicable RoHS limit.

You do not necessarily need to laboratory-test every homogeneous material. A risk-based
technical assessment is normally more practical.

Your evidence might include:

e supplier declarations

e material declarations

e component specifications

o Bills of Materials

e laboratory test reports

o certificates

e supplier questionnaires

e technical specifications

e statements referencing RoHS

e your own testing of higher-risk materials

The key question is:
Can | demonstrate, using appropriate evidence, that the finished EEE complies?

The manufacturer remains responsible for the finished product. Supplier evidence is
supporting evidence. It does not transfer your legal responsibility to your supplier. Even
where a manufacturer has assessed the product using the appropriate technical
documentation process, market surveillance authorities can still test the product and the
manufacturer remains responsible for compliance.

High-risk materials to look at closely

RoHS risk is not evenly distributed across a product.
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Some materials and processes deserve more attention.
1. Plastics and flexible plastics
Look for phthalates (DEHP, BBP, DBP, DIBP) in:

e cable insulation

o flexible PVC

o soft plastic components
e seals

e gaskets

e moulded parts
e synthetic rubber

2. Solder
Lead-free solder is now common, but do not assume that all solder is lead-free. Check:

e solder used on PCBs

e hand soldering

e rework solder

e solderin connectors

e older component assemblies

3. Metal alloys

Lead can be present as an alloying element, particularly in some free-machining
materials. Cadmium can also be relevant in particular metal applications. Check for these
in:

e brass

e copper alloys

e aluminium alloys
o steel

4. Platings and surface treatments

Hexavalent chromium deserves particular attention where chromium-containing surface
treatments are used.

Pay attention to:

o plating

e passivation

e conversion coatings
e cCorrosion protection
e surface finishes
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5. Pigments and colourants

Some pigments and colourants can create substance risks, particularly where cadmium
or other restricted substances may be involved.

6. Older or recycled components
Legacy components can present greater risk. This is particularly relevant when:

e using existing stock

e buying obsolete components

e using recycled materials

e changing suppliers

e sourcing from a new country

e buying components through brokers or distributors

If you are able to prove you meet the restrictions, you can skip to step 6. If not, you can
assess your product for exemptions in step 5.

© 2026 Global Product Confidence Limited | globalproductconfidence.com Page 13 of 35



STEP 5

Check whether an
exemption applies

If your material is not within the required limits, you can check to see if it may be subject
to a specific exemption. An exemption is very different from an exclusion.

Exclusion = The product is outside RoHS.

Exemption = The product is inside RoHS, but a specific use of a restricted substance
is permitted.

Exemptions apply to specific substances in specific applications.

For example, an exemption may permit lead to be used in a particular technical
application.

That does not mean: "Lead is exempt." It means: "Lead is permitted for this specific
application under this specific exemption."

The European Commission's guidance confirms that exemptions are granted for specific
substances and specific applications, not for an entire company or an entire product.

Refer to Appendix B for exemption guidance if relevant.

If you are not meeting the restrictions and there is not relevant exemption, you will need
to change your product as it is non-compliant. Otherwise you can continue to step 6.
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STEP 6

Build your Technical
File and Complete the
Declaration

For EU RoHS, you need to prepare technical documentation demonstrating compliance.
The technical documentation and EU Declaration of Conformity must be retained for 10
years after the EEE has been placed on the market.

The harmonised standard EN IEC 63000:2018 provides a practical framework for
technical documentation for the assessment of electrical and electronic products against
RoHS substance restrictions.

What should go in the Technical File?
Your Technical File should allow someone else to understand:

e Whatis the product?

e Why is it within RoHS scope?

e What materials does it contain?

e What evidence demonstrates compliance?
e What exemptions, if any, are being used?
e How do you control changes?

A practical RoHS section could contain:
Product identification

e Product name

e Model number

e Product family

e Variants covered

e Photographs

e Product description
e Intended use

Scope assessment

e EEE determination
e Applicable EEE category
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o Assessment of exclusions
e Explanation of any boundary between EEE and non-EEE parts

Bill of Materials and Material Information

e Component number

e Component description

e Supplier

e Material

e RoHS declarations/Certificates/Test reports/Supplier specifications

Exemptions

e exemption number

e exact application

e substance

o affected component/material
o applicable product category
e currentvalidity

e justification for using it

Compliance assessment

A documented conclusion that the product complies with the applicable substance
restrictions.

Change management

Evidence that changes are reviewed for their effect on RoHS compliance.

Generate a Declaration of Conformity and Apply the CE Mark

RoHS is part of the EU CE conformity system. An EU Declaration of Conformity must be
created and state conformity with Directive 2011/65/EU. It can form part of a single
Declaration covering all CE applicable EU legislation. For example, an electronic product
might need to also meet EMC, Low Voltage Directive, Radio Equipment Directive or others.

RoHS is one part of this overall assessment. The CE marking represents conformity with
all applicable EU requirements that require CE marking, including RoHS.

The EU Declaration of Conformity should include the following in alignment with Annex
VI (additional information may be included as required by other relevant regulations):

1. No ... (unique identification of the EEE):

2. Name and address of the manufacturer or his authorised representative:
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3. This declaration of conformity is issued under the sole responsibility of the
manufacturer (or installer):

4. Object of the declaration (identification of EEE allowing traceability. It may
include a photograph, where appropriate):

5. The object of the declaration described above is in conformity with Directive
2011/65/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 June 2011 on the
restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic
equipment:

6. Where applicable, references to the relevant harmonised standards used or
references to the technical specifications in relation to which conformity is
declared:

7. Additional information:

Signed for and on behalf of: (place and date of issue) (name, function) (signature)

Depending on what other regulations your product complies with, this may need to be
provided with the product, or held by your importer or authorised representative.
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STEP 7

Keep your RoHS
assessment current

RoHS is not something you assess once and then forget.

The restricted substance list can be amended and exemptions can change.

You need to periodically check:

e the current consolidated Directive

e amendments to Annex I

e current exemptions in Annexes lll and IV
e expiry and renewal status of exemptions
e applicable harmonised standards

e relevant Commission guidance

You will also need to ensure supplier evidence is kept up to date.

There is no general EU RoHS rule saying:

"You must obtain a new supplier certificate every two years." However, two years can be

a useful internal control period for many businesses.
A practical approach is to require suppliers to:

e provide RoHS declarations when requested
e notify you of material or process changes
e provide updated evidence periodically

e provide evidence when a component or supplier changes

For higher-risk components, you may choose a shorter review period.

The important thing is that your system is risk based.
A good system should include:

Supplier requirements

Include RoHS requirements in:

e supplier agreements
e purchase specifications
e quality agreements
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supplier onboarding

Require suppliers to notify you of relevant changes.

Evidence review

Collect:

and assess whether they are appropriate for the component risk.

declarations
material information
certificates

test reports

Change management

Create a RoHS review trigger when there is a change to:

supplier

sub-supplier

material

formulation

coating

component
manufacturing process
country of manufacture

Periodic review

Set a recurring review date for:

EU RoHS legislation
restricted substances
exemptions

supplier evidence

Testing

Use testing strategically for:

high-risk materials

new suppliers

unexplained supplier changes

high-volume products

products with a history of non-compliance
materials where documentary evidence is weak

See Appendix C for where to monitor for updates.
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STEP 8
Address other markets

There are several different RoHS regimes around the world.

They are similar enough that your EU RoHS work can often be reused, but they are
different enough that you should not simply state "EU RoHS compliant" and assume you
are compliant everywhere.

The useful question is:
How much of my EU RoHS work can | reuse?
The differences between markets generally relate to:

Scope

Restricted substances

Concentration limits

Exemptions

Evidence and conformity assessment
Marking and information requirements

AN o o e

Great Britain
GB RoHS is technically very similar to EU RoHS.
It has:

¢ the same ten restricted substances
¢ thesame 0.1% /0.01% maximum concentration values
o the same basic homogeneous-material approach

However:
GB operates its own RoHS exemption system, independently of the EU.

Your EU RoHS technical evidence is therefore highly reusable, but you must check that
any EU exemption you rely on is also recognised in GB.

GB currently recognises CE marking for many products under the UK's continued
recognition arrangements, so UKCA is not automatically required simply because you are
dealing with GB RoHS. The current GB product regime should be checked for the specific
product.
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Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland continues to follow the EU RoHS exemptions system.

This means EU RoHS is a very strong technical foundation for Northern Ireland.

China

China RoHS deserves particular attention because the position changed significantly in
2026.

China's 2026 framework includes the same ten substances as EU RoHS. The 2026 Chinese
framework also aligns its substance limits with the applicable Chinese mandatory
standards. This means your EU RoHS material and substance assessment is now
particularly useful for China.

However, China does not simply use the same open scope as EU RoHS.
The 2026 Chinese Compliance Management Catalogue contains 33 product types.

The catalogue determines which products are subject to the more stringent compliance-
management requirements.

Products within the catalogue are subject to China's RoHS conformity-assessment
arrangements, including either the applicable voluntary certification route or self-
declaration, with results reported through the China RoHS public service platform.

China also has its own exemption list.

India
India should be treated differently.

India's E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022 apply to specified electrical and electronic
equipment listed in Schedule |, including relevant components, consumables, parts and
spares that make the product operational.

This is not simply an Indian copy of EU RoHS.

The Indian framework also includes broader e-waste management and producer-
responsibility obligations.

Therefore:

Do not assume that EU RoHS compliance automatically means compliance with India's
requirements.
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Your EU work may still provide useful technical evidence, particularly:

e material declarations
e supplier evidence

e BOM information

e testreports

But you need to perform a separate Indian assessment.

What does this mean for an exporter?

If you already have a good EU RoHS system, do not build completely separate systems
for every country.

Instead:
Build one global product substance file
Maintain:

e BOM

e material information

e supplier declarations

o testreports

e homogeneous-material assessment
e restricted-substance assessment

e exemption assessment

e change history

Then add a market-specific overlay.
For each market ask:

e Scope: Is my product in scope?

e Chemicals: Are the same substances restricted?

e Limits: Are the limits the same?

e Exemptions: Can | use the same exemption?

o Evidence: Will my existing evidence be accepted?

o Conformity assessment: Is an additional declaration, certification, registration or
reporting process required?

o Marking: Are additional marks or information required?

This avoids duplicating work while still recognising the differences between markets.
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Appendix A

EU RoHS Exclusions -
Practical Guide

The purpose of this appendix is to help you decide whether you have a genuine scope
exclusion.

The starting point is Article 2(4) of Directive 2011/65/EU.

Do not use this appendix to justify an exclusion without checking the actual wording of
the Directive.

A1. Military equipment
Article 2(4)(a)

The exclusion covers equipment necessary for protecting the essential security interests
of Member States, including arms, munitions and war material intended for specifically
military purposes.

Work through:

1. Is the equipment necessary for an essential security interest?

2. Isitintended specifically for military purposes?

3. Is the equipment itself military equipment rather than ordinary commercial
equipment being sold to a military customer?

Practical decision

If the product is ordinary commercial equipment that happens to be purchased by a
defence organisation:

Do not assume the exclusion applies.
If the product is specifically designed as military equipment and falls within Article 2(4)(a):
The exclusion may apply.

Document the specific basis for your decision.

A2. Equipment designed to be sent into space
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Article 2(4)(b)

The exclusion is for equipment designed to be sent into space.

Practical decision

A product does not qualify merely because it is used by a space company.
The equipment itself needs to meet the wording of the exclusion.

If it is ordinary commercial equipment used on a space project:

Do not assume the exclusion applies.

A3. Equipment specifically designed as part of excluded equipment
Article 2(4)(c)

This is a narrow exclusion.

The equipment must:

e be specifically designed for the excluded equipment

e beinstalled as part of that equipment

e only be able to fulfil its function when part of that equipment

e bereplaceable only by the same specifically designed equipment

Practical decision

If the component is a standard commercial component that could be used elsewhere:
Do not assume this exclusion applies.

If it is uniquely designed for the excluded equipment and meets all the conditions:
The exclusion may apply.

This is one of the exclusions where the exact wording matters.

AA4. Large-scale stationary industrial tools
Article 2(4)(d)
The Directive defines these in Article 3(3).

The equipment needs to be a large-scale assembly of machines, equipment and/or
components:

o functioning together for a specific application
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e permanently installed

e installed and de-installed by professionals

e used and maintained by professionals

e in anindustrial manufacturing or R&D facility.

Practical decision

Do not conclude:

"It is industrial, therefore it is excluded."
Industrial use alone is not enough.

Work through the definition.

A5. Large-scale fixed installations
Article 2(4)(e)

Article 3(4) defines a large-scale fixed installation as a large-scale combination of
apparatus and, where applicable, other devices:

e assembled and installed by professionals
e intended for permanent use

e ina predefined and dedicated location

e de-installed by professionals.

Practical decision

A large installation can contain both excluded and in-scope equipment.

Do not automatically exclude every product that is installed in a large installation.
Ask:

Is this particular product itself part of the large-scale fixed installation in a way that meets
the definition?

A6. Means of transport
Article 2(4)(f)

The exclusion applies to means of transport for persons or goods, subject to the wording
of the Directive.

There is an important qualification concerning electric two-wheel vehicles that are not
type-approved.
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Practical decision
Do not use:

"Automotive = RoHS excluded."

Instead ask:
1. Is this actually a means of transport?
2. lIsitfor persons or goods?
3. Does the specific exclusion apply?
4. lIsthe producta component or accessory rather than the means of transport itself?

A7. Non-road mobile machinery
Article 2(4)(g) and Article 3(28)

The exclusion applies to non-road mobile machinery made available exclusively for
professional use.

The definition also requires the relevant characteristics concerning;:

e mobility

e working locations

e power source/traction drive
e professional use.

Practical decision
If the machinery is also made available to consumers:
Do not assume the exclusion applies.

"Professional-looking machinery" is not enough.

A8. Active implantable medical devices

Article 2(4)(h)

This exclusion is specifically for active implantable medical devices.

It does not exclude medical devices generally.

Practical decision

If your product is a medical device but is not an active implantable medical device:

Continue the RoHS assessment.
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Medical devices are otherwise within the RoHS framework.

A9. Photovoltaic panels
Article 2(4)(i)
The exclusion is specifically for photovoltaic panels intended to be used in a system:

o designed, assembled and installed by professionals

e permanently used at a defined location

o to produce energy from solar light

o for the specified public, commercial, industrial or residential applications.

Practical decision
Do not assume every solar panel is excluded.

Check the full conditions.

A10. Research and development equipment
Article 2(4)(j)
The exclusion is for equipment:

o specifically designed solely for R&D
e made available only on a business-to-business basis.

Practical decision
If the product is also sold for ordinary commercial use:

Do not assume the exclusion applies.

A11. Pipe organs
Article 2(4)(k)
Pipe organs are specifically excluded.

This is a straightforward exclusion.

Appendix A decision rule

If you cannot point to:
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1. the specific Article 2(4) clause,
2. the relevant definition in Article 3 where applicable, and
3. evidence showing that your product meets the wording,

then you do not yet have a defensible exclusion decision.

If the product does not clearly fit an exclusion, treat it as potentially in scope and obtain
advice before concluding that RoHS does not apply.
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Appendix B

EU RoHS Exemptions -
How to Work Through
Them

An exemption does not remove a product from RoHS.

It allows a restricted substance to be used for a specific application under defined
conditions.

The legal basis is Article 4(6) and Article 5, with exemptions listed in Annex Il and
Annex IV of Directive 2011/65/EU. These should be read in conjunction with the
downloadable exemptions list found on this page.

B1. Start with the substance
|dentify the substance.

For example:

Lead.

Do not start by searching for:
"lead exemption".

There are many possible applications.

B2. Identify exactly where the substance is used
For example:

Lead in solder on a printed circuit board.

Then identify:

e component
¢ material
e manufacturing process
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o function
e product category

B3. Identify the technical application
This is the critical step.

An exemption is normally written around a specific application, not simply a product
type.

For example, the wording might refer to:

e aparticular type of solder

e aparticular glass application

e aparticular ceramic application
e aparticular lamp

e aparticular medical application

Your application needs to fit the wording.

B4. Find the current exemption

Use the European Commission's current RoHS exemptions information together with
Annex Il and IV. It can be found here.

Do not rely solely on:

e anold supplier certificate

e anoldtestreport

e a historical exemption list

e asupplier saying "RoHS exempt"

e an exemption number without checking the wording

The Commission publishes current exemption information and updates it as exemptions
change.

B5. Read the entire exemption
Check:

e substance
e application
e product category
e conditions
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e expiry
e any subparagraphs or footnotes

If your application only partly matches the wording:

Do not assume the exemption covers it.

B6. Check the expiry date
EU RoHS exemptions are time limited.

Under Article 5, exemptions for categories 1-7, 10 and 11 can generally have a maximum
validity period of five years, while categories 8 and 9 can generally have a maximum of
seven years, subject to the specific exemption and applicable rules.

The actual expiry date of the exemption you are using is what matters.

B7. Check renewal status

An exemption may be:

e current

e under renewal
e renewed

e amended

e rejected

e revoked

e expired

The European Commission notes that renewal applications submitted on time can keep
an existing exemption valid while the renewal decision is pending, subject to the
Directive's rules.

Do not make your own assumptions about what happens when an exemption expires.

B8. Record the exemption in your Technical File

For every exemption, record:

e.g. lead

Current number
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Exact use

Where it is used

Applicable category

Current date
Commission/current legislation
Date of review

Person responsible

BO9. If there is no exemption

f:

e the substance is above the permitted limit,
e no applicable exemption exists, and
e no other exclusion applies,

then the product does not comply with EU RoHS.
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Appendix C

Where to monitor RoHS
updates

For EU RoHS, use official sources rather than relying on supplier certificates or general
websites.

European Commission - RoHS
The European Commission's RoHS page provides information on:

o the Directive

e restricted substances

e exemptions

e exemption applications
e exemption reviews

European Commission - RoHS Directive

European Commission - RoHS implementation

Use the current consolidated version of Directive 2011/65/EU when checking the
legislation itself.

EUR-Lex - Directive 2011/65/EU

Great Britain

GOV.UK - RoHS compliance and guidance

China

China's Ministry of Industry and Information Technology publishes the current China
RoHS catalogue and exemption list.

MIIT - China RoHS 2026 catalogue and exemptions
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Global Product
Confidence

Global Product Confidence helps manufacturers and exporters reduce product risk
throughout the product lifecycle. We work with businesses developing and exporting
products internationally by helping them manage product risk and global product
compliance. Our practical approach helps businesses avoid costly delays, failed
certifications, product recalls and market access issues. See our website for other
guidelines and resources.

Fiona van Petegem, author of this guide, is the founder of Global Product Confidence and
author of The Smart Risk Playbook. She has more than 25 years' international experience
helping manufacturers reduce product risk and successfully access global markets.

Regulatory Disclaimer

The information provided in this document is intended for general guidance and
educational purposes only and does not constitute legal, engineering or regulatory
advice. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance at the
date of publication, regulations change.

Neither the author nor Global Product Confidence Limited accepts liability for commercial
delays, certification failures or regulatory enforcement actions arising from reliance on
this document.
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